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resources of Holland.   In 1912 the production was only 1,700.000
metric tons ; in 1931 it had increased to 12,900,000 tons.
Twenty per cent, of the people of Holland are engaged in
agriculture. Rye, oats, wheat, barley, and potatoes are grown for
home use ; another important crop is sugar-beet. An interesting
industry is flower-farming ; large quantities of flower bulbs, such as
tulips and narcissi, are grown and exported. Very important
indeed is dairy-farming. The cattle, fed on the rich pastures of
the polders, produce large quantities of excellent milk, from which
butter and cheese are made. Holland has over 2 million cattle and
2 million pigs. Fishing is important, especially among the islands
of the north, and Holland shares in the great herring fisheries of
the North Sea. Large quantities of oysters are also produced.
In the Middle Ages Holland.had a high reputation as a manu-
facturing country. In the last century the absence of coal was a
great hindrance to the development of manufacturing industries,
and large quantities of coal were imported from Germany and
Great Britain. During recent years industrial development has
been considerable, and at the present time no less than 40 per cent.
of the people of Holland are engaged in* manufacturing industries
of one kind or another.
The cotton industry is mainly carried on in the province of
Overijssel, at Enschede, Almelo, Hengelo, etc. The large market for
cotton goods in the Dutch East Indies has been a great advantage to
this industry. Linen and other manufactures are carried on at
Tilburg and Utrecht. Delft has long been famous for manufactures
of earthenware. The Rhine, the greatest river of Germany, reaches
the sea through Holland, and so it is not surprising that although
Holland has little coal and less iron, ship-building and ship-repairing
are important occupations at the mouths of the Rhine and Meuse
(or Maas). Amsterdam is the centre of the diamond-cutting industry.
The two largest towns in Holland, Amsterdam and Rotterdam, are
both ports. Groningen* is the centre of tte north-east of the country,
and of a great butter-producing area. The making of straw-
cardboard is an important industry near here. The capital of
Holland is Amsterdam, but the Royal Residence is at The Hague
(s'-Gravenhage) University towns are Leiden (founded 1575),
Utrecht (1636), Groningen (1614), and Amsterdam (1632). The
country has long been famous for its art and learning. An
industry widely distributed through Holland is the brewing of
beer and the distilling of spirit (especially Holland^ Gin, which is
distilled from rye at Rotterdam and other centres). An important
inlfind centre of trade is Arrihem, where artificial silk is made.
Hoarlem is the centre for the bulb-farming industry.           ^
In foreign commerce Holland has stood in the front rank of
nations from the very beginning of its separate existence. Among
the facilities for foreign commerce the waterways, natural and